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Paddle steamer Waverley caused more of a stir than she might have wished for celebrating the 
30th anniversary of her Solent cruising programme, writes Robin Gates. The day after this shot 
was taken of her rounding the Needles in sedate fashion she crunched into Yarmouth Pier while 
trying to disembark passengers on 
14 September. The pier, which 
reopened earlier this year after a 
£500,000 restoration, is now closed 
again for damage assessment. It’s 
nothing against Yarmouth though: 
the next day Waverley tore away a 
significant fraction of the landing 
stage of Worthing Pier, leaving 
her would-be passengers 
having to make do with a stroll 
on the prom.

Pier pressure for Waverley

Centaur of attraction

A novel fairground carousel 
centaur modelled on Titanic 
captain EJ Smith is among the 
120-plus lots in Charles Miller 
Ltd’s second maritime auction 
in London on 22 October.

Before he captained the 
Titanic on her doomed 1912 
maiden voyage, Capt Smith 
had been decorated for his safe 
command of transports in the 
Boer War of 1899-91 and was 
already a minor celebrity 
known as ‘the millionaire’s 
captain’ for his easy confidence 
with the rich and famous. This 

SALE ROOM
by Dave Selby

curious fairground relic, 
carved c1903, has a further 
maritime connection as it was 
carved by JR & A Anderson 
whose family were originally 
ship’s carvers at Rotherhithe, 
where they produced fine 
figureheads. With the decline 
of wooden ship building, in 
common with many other 
marine carvers, they turned 
their skills to producing high-
quality work for the 
burgeoning fairground 
industry, which is why 

maritime themes feature so 
prominently in fairground 
carvings of the period. The 
centaur is estimated at 
£12,000-15,000.

Miller’s auction of maritime 
models, instruments and art 
also includes a tankard 
fashioned from the wood of 
The Royal George, sunk in 
1782 (estimate: £4,000-6,000) 
and a log from the American 
War of Independence escort 
ship Perseus (estimate: 
£7,000-9,000). 

Classic Boat 
Sailing Club
We are collating correspondence 
and ideas on the idea of 
forming a new classic sailing 
club which would encompass 
all classics, from dinghy to 
Fife, Riva to steam tug (see 
Letters, p93). If anyone would 
like to volunteer some time for 
administration, we would love 
to hear from you. Please 
contact the editor (see p3 for 
contact details). 

British Classic YC 
alters LOA requirement
The British Classic Yacht Club 
has informed us that it has 
altered the size for yachts 
joining the club from 8m (26ft 
3in) to 9.15m (30ft) LOD on 
its website. This brings the 
length of yachts eligible to join 
the club into line with those 
eligible to race.

Website of the month
Youtube.com
Sinking boats, howling storms, 
singing sailors... For those 
who have not already come 
across it, Youtube is the most 
addictive website in the world. 
Type into its search box 
something like “classic yacht 
in stormy weather” and you’ll 
be glued to your computer 
screen till sundown. There 
really is no end to the amount 
of home-shot video capturing 
so much that happens in this 
world. Start by typing in 
‘Storm Tactics’ (choose the 
first resulting option) to see 
Lin and Larry Pardey on 
guitar in their cabin. Try 
‘Anita im Orkan’ to see a 
lovely wooden yawl in a huge 
swell; and, ‘Lighthouses and 
Waves’ for a beautiful and 
terrifying film of huge waves 
sweeping lighthouses in the 
Raz de Seine. 

Telstar goes south
Telstar, winner- of the 1968 Cowes-Torquay-Cowes 
powerboat race, is off to Australia after being sold at 
auction. The Don Shead-designed cold-moulded 23ft 4in 
(7.1m) racer brought Tommy Sopwith a surprise win in the 
prestigious race, against the larger, more powerful Surfury. 
Restored to its 1968 livery, the historic racer sold for 
£31,050 at a classic car auction at Goodwood.
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Chris  Museler reports from the USA
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Only a year after the NY30 
Amorita was run through and 
sunk during a race off 
Newport Rhode Island 
(CB231), one of America’s 
best-known classics lost her 
mizzen mast in a race collision 
in the same waters this August.

Falling prey to the usual 
tight racing conditions that 
prevail in any classic yacht race 
these days, Edgar Cato’s crew 
aboard Dorade found 
themselves sandwiched in a 
tight crossing during the 
Museum of Yachting’s annual 
Classic Yacht Regatta. 

Dorade was hit at her 
transom by the needle-like 
bow of the 1930 Q Boat 
Falcon. Dorade’s mizzen was 
pulled down and a part of her 
hull gouged. Falcon’s bow also 
sustained significant scarring.

Falcon is owned by Thomas 
Hill, whose recent restoration 
won the yacht the Tom Benson 
Restoration Award at the same 
regatta. A protest hearing found 
Dorade to be at fault.

According to eyewitnesses, 
Dorade was racing upwind on 
port tack, fighting to keep her 
bow ahead of the Potter-
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Dorade loses mizzen during classic race 

designed 8-M Angelita, directly 
to weather and at the same 
time attempting to cross 
Falcon to starboard. 

At the last minute, Dorade 
was unable to cross but could 
not tack in time with Angelita 
to weather. According to 
protest hearing documents, 
Falcon attempted to keep clear 

but wound up colliding with 
Dorade’s transom.

Both boats will be repaired 
over the winter. The owners 
know each other well and 
there is reportedly no ill-will. 
Dorade also lost her mizzen 
two years ago at the same 
regatta when a running 
backstay parted.

A replica of the 1889 sail ferry 
Weatherwax is set to be retired 
this winter due to rising 
insurance premiums. The rare 
working boat is a centrepiece 
of the Champlain Valley 
Transportation Museum and 
had been a tour boat and ferry 

on Lake Champlain, on New 
York’s Vermont border.

A swamping last year in 
nearby Lake George where 
20 passengers drowned on 
a modern ferry has caused 
increased Coast Guard 
scrutiny of tour boats and 
higher insurance premiums.

“You have a lot of 
liability,” says Brian 
Hammond, the museum’s 
director. “It’s an open boat 

with a lot of passengers, I 
don’t blame them.” 

Hammond decided to pull 
Weatherwax because of the 
new £3,800 ($7,000) 
insurance bill. Now he is 
considering turning the boat 
into a land display with a dock 
around the hull for visitors. 
“This is what you’re faced with 
no matter what people would 
like,” says Hammond.

Weatherwax, built in 1997, 
is a replica of a ferry used at a 
narrow part of the 123-mile 
lake. The prevailing winds 
allowed the boat to reach back 
and forth bringing seasonal 
bike and foot traffic between 
the states of New York and 
Vermont.

Insurance stops sail ferry trips 
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Heads turned on 
Long Island Sound 
this summer as 
musician Billy Joel 
chased schools of 
tuna with his new 
36ft (11m) sport-
fishing boat. Built 
by Ellis Boats in 
Southwest Harbor, 
Maine, Argos has now inspired 
a semi-custom model line.

“Billy was looking for a boat 
with 1950s styling and wanted 
to be part of the design 
process,” says Toby Hollis of 
Ellis Boats. “Our hulls are based 
on the Down East lobster boat 
and Billy wanted his boat to 
have that contoured, painted 
wood cabin like the old Bunker 
and Ellis and Huckins boats.” 

The exterior of the boat is a 
classic hybrid with a workboat 

hull and sweeping 
50s windows and 
coaming. Ellis Boats 
will start building 
Patriots this winter 
at 36 and 40ft.

Hollis says that 
most of its models 
have evolved from 
boats the company 

has built for more than 60 years. 
Argos is an extension of that 
tradition, he says. 

The ‘Piano Man’ plans to 
use Argos for sport fishing off 
Miami Beach this winter and 
the casting/spearing walk-out 
at the bows shows the owner’s 
interest in serious fishing, says 
Hollis.

STeAm uP 
After nearly two years of 
delays, the 1901 steam 
yacht Cangarda was 
launched this August

Falcon (foreground),  
racing at close quarters,  
shortly before a 
collision with
Dorade

Billy Joel triggers 
new boat design


