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$5million for oldest whaling ship

TeLL TaLeS 

On 1 November, scores of 
people gathered in the Henry 
B duPont Preservation 
Shipyard at Mystic Seaport in 
Connecticut to watch the last 
surviving wooden whaling ship 
rise from the waters of the 
Mystic River on the Hays and 
Ros Clark Marine Elevator, 
reports Craig Milner.

Built at the Hillman yard in 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts (near 
the whaling capital of New 
Bedford), The Morgan was 
launched in 1841 and sailed 
the world’s oceans for 80 

years, returning home with 
cargoes of whale oil, whale 
bone, and baleen.

Saved by Mystic Seaport in 
1941, she was declared a 
National Historic Landmark in 
1966 and underwent 
significant restoration at the 
museum in 1968. Today, as a 
floating exhibit, she is the 
focus for education about 
sailing ships, the whaling 
industry and life at sea.

The haul-out marked the 
beginning of a three-year 
restoration of The Morgan 

below the waterline that will 
involve taking the hull apart 
piece by piece. The museum 
will erect scaffolding alongside 
the ship so that visitors can 
come aboard to observe the 

New boss for Mystic 
Stephen C White will take over in January as President and 
CEO at Mystic Seaport Museum from former US Coast Guard 
Rear Admiral Doug Teeson, who announced earlier this year 
that he would retire after seven years at the helm of ‘The 
Museum of America and the Sea’. White is the former 
headmaster of the Fay School in Southborough, Mass, and a 
lifelong sailor who has made two transatlantic crossings.

reconstruction process, which 
is expected to take 21⁄2-3 years 
at a projected cost of $5 million.

For more information on 
the project, visit www.
mysticseaport.org. 

New-built Newport 29 to do battle with old
After a swift build at Brion 
Rieff’s yard in Brooklin, Maine, 
the ‘new’ Newport 29 was 
launched in autumn for her 
owner, reports Chris Museler.

“We’re not totally surprised 
she stood up to 25 knots under 
full sail,” said Adam Langerman 
who, with Halsey Herreshoff, 
modified the design for a 
carbon rig and cold-moulded 
hull construction.

“We delivered the boat 
under spinnaker in a big 
breeze and she handled 

beautifully.” The boat is 
designed to be competitive 
with the original New England 
fleet of N29s.

The new boat will need the 
top of its form in 2009 to 
compete against Teaser, the 
original ‘one to beat’ and 
Dolphin, another original 
coming from the Med to join 
the fight. “Dolphin completely 
cleaned up in Cannes and 
Saint-Tropez,” added 
Langerman. “We expect the 
racing to be very competitive.”

Oak Cliff: new classic hotspot 
The Oak Cliff Yacht Club will have a bigger racing series this 
coming season. Three series for classics will complement the 
match-racing in modern Swedish Match 40s.  The club, partnered 
with the famed Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht Club, was created in 
2005 to bring Oyster Bay back to the days when it was filled with 
racers. Half of the club’s 18 boats are classics including two 
NY30s and boats designed by Nielson, Rhodes, Crocker and Fife. 
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Air-conditioned Viking ship
 ICELAND

Eco-tourism boosts whale numbers
Marine biologists Noel Ashton and Dr Karsten Brensing of the 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society treated the Russian crew 
in the Volvo Ocean Race to a day of talks and whale spotting in 
Hermanus, near Cape Town in early November. Ashton relates that 
Southern Right Whales are “expanding at their maximum rate”, 
doubling population every 10 years. It’s in contrast to the Northern 
Right Whale whose static population of just 350 is very precarious. 
The success of the Southern Right Whale is due to the programme 
of MPAs (Marine Protected Areas) that exclude vessels other than 
whale-watching boats from entering important breeding grounds. 

 SOUTH AFRICA: ZOO WATCH

Replicas and ‘spirit of tradition’ 
yachts normally hark back to 
century-old designs. However, 
Sigurjon Jonsson of the Skipavik 
shipyard in Stykkisholmur, 
Iceland, launched his own 
‘spirit of Viking yacht’ this 
September, based on the 
1,200-year-old design of the 
Gaugstad ship. 

He told CB: “I got so 
bored of all that white GRP – 
it’s just dreadful.” Living for 
three years on a Jeanneau 43 
made Jonsson realise how 
homogenised the characteristics 
of different boats had become, 
and  inspired him to build a 
boat with a definite character.

The yacht has a draught of 
1m (3ft 4in), enabling it to 
access inland waters or, says 
Jonsson, to cross oceans. The 
55ft (16.8m) boat, designed 
by Jonsson, naval engineer 
Karl Ludviksson and Paul 
Spooner of Fairlie Restorations, 
was a 20,000-man-hour project 
built over three years. 

The cold-moulded hull 
carries an unstayed, carbon 
mast with spruce spars. She has 
three double en-suite cabins, 
air conditioning and all ‘mod-
cons’. Her official launch will 
be in spring. Early sea trials 
have given 12 knots under 
power 15 knots under sail.


