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Rhys Jones in crash

US NEWS

A collision at the Voiles de 
Saint-Tropez on 5 October 
saw comedian Griff Rhys Jones 
on his Rhodes-designed 1953 
sloop Undina tangled up with 
the classic 30 SqM yacht 
Harlekin, which belongs to 
Frenchman Michel Bercovy.

Undina’s pulpit removed 
Harlekin’s backstay, with the 
resultant loss of a top section 
of Harlekin’s mast. Undina 
suffered damage to her 
topsides but managed to 
continue with the race. “It was 
a shame, as we would definitely 
have won this were it not for 

the crash,” Rhys Jones told 
CB. A committee later 
disqualified both yachts: 
Undina (on starboard tack) 
for insufficient avoiding action 
and Harlekin for failing to 
give way.

 “It’s a very difficult affair, 
this classic boat racing,” Rhys 
Jones added, referring to the 
difference in the speed and 
manoeuvrability between 
different boats. British sailor 
Wilf Tolhurst was killed last 
September when the mast 
came down in a collision on 
his classic 6-M Safir (CB245). 

Solar power classic launched

If it weren’t for the arching, 
solar-panel-clad canopy of the 
Stephens 29 launch, one 
would think this is just a 
standard down-east Maine 
runabout. The traditional hull 
is anything but that inside. 
The contemporary diesel/
electric propulsion was 
required for its twitcher 
owners who want to go bird-
watching while silently cruising 
the secret coves of Maine.

“The owners can do what 
they want and watch the 
wildlife without making a lot 
of noise and fuss,” says Peter 
Webb, who just began 
building the boat in October 
at French and Webb in Maine. 
Webb says the Styr Hybrid 
Drive comes as one package 

The boat was designed by 
Bob Stephens who drew the 
elegant spirit of tradition W-
Class boats when working with 
legendary builder and designer 
Joel White. For the designer, 
the Stephens 29 is yet another 
crossover of traditional hull 
lines combined with the latest 
in building technology. The 
hull is tongue-and-groove 
cedar sheathed in carbon.

“The boat is a departure for 
us,” says Webb. Their usual 
restoration work includes the 
recent relaunching of three 
Herreshoff Buzzard’s Bay 30s. 

The ‘torpedo’ transom, a 
1920s sport boat feature, will 
require cold moulded veneers 
with a carbon overlay. Launch 
is due in June and another boat 
may be built on spec.

Sequence of 
events leading 
to the collision

with a 75 hp diesel motor and 
7 kW electric motor/
generator. There is a clutch 
that allows the drive to go in 
and out of silent electric 
power. The motors and the 
drive system are all one unit 
and he believes this is the first 
one to be installed in the 
United States.

Thomas  
DC Morris
1940-2008
Tom Morris, the American 
boatbuilder who founded 
Morris Yachts in 1972, died 
at home in Southwest 
Harbor, Maine, on 7 
December, after a long 
struggle with cancer. Tom’s 
slogan – “each one an 
owner’s original” – was 
reflected in his practice as a 
boatbuilder, fitting each of 
his pretty GRP classic 
yachts, developed with 
designers like Olin 
Stephens and CW Paine, to 
an owner’s individual 
requirements. 

Chris Museler on diesel electric and Penguin’s new offspring

Raiding in Florida 
The sixth annual Great Florida Gulf Coast Small Craft Festival 
will for the second year offer a three-day gunkholing camp-
cruise around Tampa Bay after the 17-19 April event. A full 
range of around 100 mostly traditional sailing boats will take 
part. Unique this year will be a presentation by the National 
Parks Service. As part of the Historic American Merchant 
Marine Survey, Todd Croteau will demonstrate the latest 
digital vessel documentation, taking the lines from an early 
1900s Cuban fishing boat.

 MED: ST-TROPEZ
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J-class for Palma
 MED: PALMA

A historic rivalry will be 
recreated at the 13th Superyacht Cup in Palma, Spain this 24-27 
June. Four J-Class yachts are slated to compete, which is a 
spectacle in itself; but Ranger, arguably the fastest J of them all, 
will have a new competitor in the shape of Hanuman, a replica of 
Endeavour II currently being built in aluminium at the Dutch yard 
of Royal Huisman. Shamrock V, the only surviving wooden J will 
join them. Endeavour II lost to Ranger in the 1937 America’s Cup. 
However, many thought Endeavour the faster yacht, and to those 
in the know, this is a race worth waiting for.

The International Penguin 
Dinghy, designed in 1940 by 
Philip L Rhodes, was one of 
the most prolific home-built 
boats of the last century in the 
USA. Capitalising on the 
growing interest in classic 
designs, Bristol Seacraft hopes 
to gain leverage from the local 
frostbiting fleet this winter to 
build more new boats and sell 
their newly designed tender, 
the Chick, a smaller version of 
the 11ft 6in (3.5m) Penguin.

“Those who used to sail 
these still love them,” says Al 
Nunes, the company’s 
president. “It has become a 
quest to re-introduce a great 
boat.” Nunes was approached 
in 2007 by a friend looking for 

a new Penguin to race in Bristol 
Yacht Club’s (Rhode Island) 
frostbite series.

Nunes built his first Penguin 
last summer in mahogany 
plywood and oak, and had a 
strong showing at the Newport 
International Boat Show. He 
also introduced the Chick, a 
10-footer of his own design for 
use as a classic wooden tender 
and sailing dinghy. He kept 
the Penguin’s plumb bow and 
hard chines and added a hybrid 
windsurfer/cat rig.

Several new ‘frostbiters’ 
have expressed interest in both 
designs this winter and Nunes 
is hoping for orders as word of 
the Penguin’s offspring spreads 
next summer.

Penguin spawns Chick


