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  GERMANY

The second annual German 
Boatfit show in Bremen may 
have had fewer exhibitors than 
last year, but those present 
were more professional and 
with larger stands; a total of 
165, reports Olle Appelberg. 

About 50 per cent were 
wooden boat exhibitors and 12 
exhibitors were non-German: 
five countries were represented 
at the show. There were about 
20 renovated classic boats for 
sale, including a 1914 motor 
yacht and a 1936 Herlin 
sailing cutter, both Swedish. 

The biggest surprise was a 
new wooden Mälar 30. This 
Swedish skerry cruiser is a one-
design class from 1933 
originally designed by Lage 
Eklund. This is the first time in 

US NEWS

After more than 40 years of 
attempted rescues and 
restorations, the Wawona, one 
of the last remaining lumber 
schooners on the West Coast, 
was dismantled this spring for 
trash. The 111-year-old three-
masted schooner looked like a 
ghost ship on 4 March as she 
was towed on a glassy, foggy 

restoration estimate which the 
organisation could not raise. 
At press time she was being 
dismantled for landfill.

The ship’s massive captain’s 
cabin, built to withstand loose 
lumber falling on it, will be 
saved and displayed at Seattle’s 
Museum of History and 
Industry. Some 120ft (36m) 
timbers from the Douglas fir 
backbone may also be saved.

The 165ft (50.3m) Wawona 
was launched in 1897 with 
200 others at the peak of the 
Northwest lumber industry. 

She was built to carry pine 
up and down the coast and 
full trees were piled into her 
holds, reaching all the way 
up to her booms.

In 1970 she became the first 
vessel to be listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Chris Museler

morning on Lake Union near 
Seattle, WA, to be cut up. 

The schooner was owned by 
the Northwest Seaport 
Maritime Heritage Center 
where volunteers had been 
trying to raise funds for her 
restoration. Deck leaks and a 
beetle infestation in 2005 led 
to a multi-million-dollar 

Symposium  
calls for papers 
The Herreshoff Marine Museum 
and the Society of Naval 
Architects and Marine 
Engineers have announced 
their call for papers to be read 
at the biennial Classic Yacht 
Symposium, to be held from  
9-11 April next year in Bristol, 
Rhode Island. It will be  
the fourth. 

Past subjects have included 
classic one-designs in GRP 
and steam engines. Please 
contact John Palmieri if you 
wish to submit an abstract on 
an area of expertise.  
Tel: +1 401 253 5000 or email 
j.palmieri@herreshoff.org. 

38 years a new wooden M30 is 
in build, said project leader Paul 
Brauns. The M30 is based on a 
30sqm design and with minor 
tweaks it can compete in that 
class. It measures 38ft (11.5m) 
over a beam of just 7ft (2.1m) 
and displaces only 2.3 tonnes. 
The price tag? m85,000.

More than 100 M30 yachts 
were built and it is still an 
active racing class in Sweden. 
A cruiser/racer, originally 
designed for a family of four, it 
is one of the  few active racing 
classes where the crew still 
sleeps aboard. 

Another remarkable sight was 
a Newfoundland two-masted 
trap boat built in just 11 days by 
students at De Bootbouwschool, 
a Dutch boatbuilding school. 
It was seen in the UK at 
Seafair Milford Haven last year.

Bert van Baar’s students built this 

Newfoundland trap boat in eleven days.

New skerry cruiser 
at Bremen show 

Historic schooner  
en route to landfill

The Classic Yacht 
Association of Australia 
has re-launched its 
website. The improved 
version should be the first stop 
for anyone wanting to keep up 
with events in the classic boat 
world down under. Visit:  
www.classic-yacht.asn.au.
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Hispania runs out of 
funding at the last hurdle

Last month’s CB centenarian 
was Tuiga; and this year 
should have seen her sister ship 
Hispania take to the water, 
reports Annie Smith. The Fife 
15-M was due to celebrate her 
centenary with Tuiga at 
reciprocal birthday parties in 
their home ports of Palma de 
Mallorca and Monaco at 
regattas taking place in August 
and September respectively.

It now looks as though 
Hispania may not be ready in 

time unless the project group – 
Fundacion Hispania – can find 
the last of the money needed 
to finish her restoration. Over 
£3 million has been found and 
spent but now £500,000 more 
is needed in order to install the 
systems; the boat looks 
complete but has no plumbing 
or electrics. “A little miracle is 
what we need,” said president 
of the Hispania Committee 
Jonathan Syrett, who still hopes 
Hispania might sail this year. 
See www.fundacionhispania.
org for more information.

 spaiN

A capsize at last year’s Small 
Reach Regatta, a growing 
traditional dinghy raid in 
Maine, has spurred organisers 
to take safety more seriously 
this year by implementing a 
self-rescue plan for each 
participant and hosting a 
capsize and recovery demo 
on the first day.

“We realised that some 
sailors did not come through 
the ranks of dinghy racing 
where the first lesson is capsize 
and recovery,” said Tom 
Jackson, the event’s founder 
and organiser. With cold water, 
occasional dense fog, heavy 
open boats and an older group 
of participants, Jackson saw it 
was time to re-think safety.

The event has a long list of 
required safety equipment for 
the 50 boats already signed up, 
but this year, participants are 
required to have a capsize 
strategy they share with their 
crew. “I want to make sure my 
crew has a plan,” says Jackson 
who will be sailing his 17ft 
(5.2m) Noman’s Land double-
ender. “Who does what? It’s 
important.” Chris Museler 

Maine raiders learn to 
capsize properly

 


