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New classics Maine 
course at Antigua

US NEWS

By Margie SMith

it was a coming out party, of 
sorts, for Marjorie. the lovely 
59ft (18m) wooden ketch, 
launched in 2007, won her 
division’s beauty contest then 
crossed the finish line in her 
first day of classic yacht racing 
in second place, beaten only by 
the men who built her, sailing 
on the 55 Square MetreVortex. 

three boats in the ever-
growing Spirit of tradition 
class – Marjorie, Vortex, and 
the W-class sloop Wild Horses 
– were built at Maine’s famous 
Brooklin Boat yard, founded 
by the son of american literary 
icon eB White. While the  
writer has been inspiring 

a film about an old schooner 
captain has won an indie 
award at this year’s indie Fest, 
reports Chris Museler.

Zeb Schooner Life follows the 
life of cargo schooner Captain 
Zeb tilton of Martha’s 
Vineyard who plied his trade 
well into the 20th Century, 
aboard his 79ft (24m) coasting 
schooner Alice Wentworth.

 the coasters were 
centerboarders used to get up 
rivers to deliver anything from 
lumber to ice. “People 
remember the clippers but 
they didn’t endure,” says 
writer and director gordon 
Massingham who released the 
film in 2008. “through Zeb, 
we wanted to give people an 
understanding of schooners 
and their prominence.”

delivered most of the cobble 
stones of downtown Martha’s 
Vineyard, moved cars when 
the steamships were on strike 
and took oysters from Long 
island to Cape Cod for 
transplanting into clean waters.

above anything, the award 
recognised the intriguing story 
of a man who carried on a way 
of life that was consigned to 
history. tilton moved anything 
he could find to make his 
living well into the 1950s. he 

50 Tall Ships  
for Boston
The world’s Tall Ships will once 
again sail into Boston Harbour 
on 8 July on the heels of the 
Volvo Ocean Race stopover.

Event manager David Choate 
says that he expects the event to 
generate around $70 million in 
revenue over five days; 50 ships 
from 18 countries are committed. 

 ANtigUA

Schooner film wins mainstream praise

Wharram Pacific cat  
On 16 March, the ethnic catamaran Lapita Anuta arrived at the 
Pacific island of Anuta, ending a 4,000-mile voyage started in 
November 2008 in the Phillippines, the project of multihull guru 
James Wharram and partner Hanneke Boon. The voyage was a re-
enactment of an ancient Polynesian route and, more importantly, a 

sailing dreams ever since Stuart 
Little raced the schooner Wasp 
across the boat pond in New 
york’s Central Park, his 
descendents have been 
building those dreams in wood 
with a staff of top shipwrights.

the new Brooklin classics 
had place of honour at antigua, 
docked between two of William 
Fife’s vintage grandes dames: 
the 1938 Mariella, flagship 
yacht of antigua yC, and the 
stunning Astor, built 1923, 
and winner of the Concours 
d’elegance. Nearby was 
Galatea, a Nygren yawl that 
celebrated her 110th birthday 
at the event and won the 
Panerai trophy, the top award. 

Sixty classics competed, 
from Js (see p4) to the local 
Carriacou sloops, and Heron, a 

52ft (16m) alden gaff 
schooner which headed, post- 
race, to Puerto rico for a role 
in Johnny Depp’s new movie, 
The Rum Diary. 

Australia asks 
for City of  
Adelaide as 
birthday present
A petition to the British 
Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown, created this April, is 
asking for the famous 
clipper City of  Adelaide (or 
Carrick), to be given to the 
people of South Australia to 
commemorate the state’s 
175th anniversary in 2011. 
See the petition at:  
www.cityofadelaide.org.au.

 AUStRALiA

Kate: Mylne-designed 

12-M, launched 2007
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Three years after the 
sloop Van Ki Pass won 
the centennial Bermuda 
Race, her owner Elizabeth 
Baldwin was charged this 
April with embezzling 
more than $7 million, part 
of which she used to fund 
the campaign. 

Now the 65ft (20m) yacht is 
laid up in Palma Majorca with 
several liens on her, awaiting the 
end of the year-old court case.

The striking wooden racing 
yacht, designed by Vic 
Carpenter turned heads in 
2006. Spectators didn’t know 
that her commodities trader 
owner was neck deep in a 
pyramid scheme where she 
was using new investors’ money 

to pay old investors while she 
had no license to trade.

Rhode Island State Court 
alleges that the 63-year-old 
Baldwin bought the boat for 
$316,000 and left $100,000 
worth of fees still owing. 
Authorities allege she has 
embezzled $7.3 million from 47 
investors, many of them 
yachtsmen. Prosecutors are 
emphasizing her lavish lifestyle. 

Van Ki Pass caught up in 
pyramid scheme
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way of providing the islanders with a means of fishing and island-
hopping to access local facilities: the Lapita project saw the 
building of two traditional catamarans, which have been given to 
the Lapita and Anuta islanders. The last 170 miles, completed by 
Hanneke but not by James due to ill health, were steered by Tulano, 
a Polynesian, using only stars, sun angle, swell pattern and 
seabirds. James was aboard for the rest of the voyage.

Lapita
LOA: 38ft (11.5m)

 Beam: 15ft (4.6m) 
Disp: 3.5 tonnes

the weekend of the 28/29 
March saw the long-standing 
round-rangitoto race, at the 
end of which the fleet rafts up 
for the night to celebrate the 
end of the season, writes 
Chad Thompson. 

Present this year was 
Arrow, a cruising 
etchell. Owner Doug 
reid, who kick started 
the etchells in NZ, 
converted her last year. 

the light conditions meant 
that it was more of a drifting 
race, so the real competition 
this time was the ‘Cake Day’ 
championship, won by andrew 
hall of Nocturne, with his 
replica of rangitoto island. 

 NEW ZEALAND

Cruising Etchell at regatta
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A cruising Etchell 


