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 ITALY

TELL TALES

New festival  
for La Spezia
A new maritime festival, in a 
Mediterranean calendar that 
seems to grow every year, took 
place in La Spezia in June – 
and looks as though it’s 
already established itself as a 
big biennial. According to its 
organisers, year one featured 
250 boats, 150 events and 
200,000 visitors. Many of the 
boats were classics, including 
local lateen riggers, the Tall 
Ship Amerigo Vespucci and a 
great number of classic yachts 
and one-designs. 

  DENMARK

A new 20-66ft (6.1-20.1m) 
range of yachts from Danish 
firm Scandinavian Cruisers   
aims to place the beauty of the 
old Skerry cruisers (Swedish 
Square-Metres, which 
celebrated their centenary last 
year) in a modern, 
performance context, and at a 
startlingly low entry price.

These pictures show the 
baby of the new line-up, the 
SC20. It’s a performance 
dayboat along classic lines, 
though with some very 
modern touches like a 
honeycomb hull; rotating, 
unstayed wind-section mast; 
anchor and furler well; self-
tacking jib track; lifting keel, 
and stern sundeck. The 20 also 
sports a small cuddy cabin, can 
be towed unbraked and fits 

Hi-tech Skerry 
update for £15.5k 

 SPAIN

Unfinished Hispania to 
celebrate centenary 
Hispania, the 15-M Fife 
centenarian and sister ship to 
the famous Tuiga, is due to 
celebrate her centenary with 
Tuiga at the Conde de 
Barcelona regatta in Palma de 
Mallorca this August. If the 
trust that owns her cannot 
raise £500,000 to finish her 
£3m fit-out it is considering a 
temporary relaunch to enable 
her to float alongside Tuiga. 
www.fundacionhispania.org

Franco Pace show at 
Trieste Barcolana
This year’s Barcolana Regatta, 
held in Trieste, will be 
accompanied by a major 
exhibition showing 33 years of 
work from Italian yacht 
photographer Franco Pace. The 
show, ‘Le Vele di Franco Pace’ 
(The Sails of Franco Pace), will 
be open daily from 11 September 
until 18 October at the Salone 
degli Incanti. Entry is free. See 
www.comune.trieste.it. The ten-
day regatta has a day for classics.       

inside a standard shipping 
container. The boats went into 
production at a foreign-owned 
boatyard in China this May.  

The firm’s boast is that 
these boats cannot be 
compared to any other on the 
market. At the sail-away price 
of just £15,500 + VAT we 
agree – it sounds barely 
credible. We will bring you 
more on these yachts when 
they are launched in the UK 
later this year.   

Gulet Charter firm 
carries on
Charter firm Tussock Cruising, 
which operates traditional 
sailing  ‘gulets’, in Greece and 
Turkey, has changed its name 
to Sailing Cruises in Comfort, 
and signed up with a new 
boat-owning partner after its 
former partner ran into 
financial problems. 

Loes Douze, the Dutch 
owner of Tussock/SCIC, 
continues to offer tours 
featuring gulets that actually 
sail (CB224). Tel: +44 (0)208 
5109292; www.scicsailing.eu

 TURKEY

Skerry heritage,  
modern development: 

the  Scandinavian 
Cruisers’ SC20

Eleonora, 
by Franco 

Pace
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US NEWS

Cherokee was launched next to 
the docks at the International 
Yacht Restoration School 
(IYRS) on 30 May.  A replica of 
an Olin Stephens design, she 
was built at the Museum of 
Yachting over the past year.  

The team of shipwrights was 
headed by Boothbay Harbor 
Shipyard’s David Stimson, and 
was composed almost entirely 
of IYRS graduates. 

The project was funded by a 
seven-member syndicate and 
through the generous support 

of Boothbay Harbor Shipyard, 
the Museum of Yachting, and 
the IYRS itself.  

She will be rigged and 
sailing in a few weeks and will 
participate in the Six-Metre 
World Championships in 
Newport this autumn.

New helm at S&S
Bruce Johnson, naval architect 
and long-standing Sparkman & 
Stephens stalwart, has been 
appointed president, taking 
over the role in June.

IYRS graduate-built S&S 
6-M replica launched

Free spectator boats at Voiles de Vieux Port
This 18-21 June was the seventh hosting of the ‘sails of the old 
port’ at Marseille, writes Gilles Régnier. More of a public event 
than some other regattas on the Med circuit, Les Voiles this year 
laid on free sightseeing boats to take the public to the action, as 
they have every year since 2003. To date, the organizers estimate 
they have taken 17,100 passengers to sea to watch the racing. 

Le Lezard, an 1891 
cutter returns to port in 

freshening conditions at 
the Voiles de Vieux Port

 FRANCE


