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TELL TALES

  MONACO

Preparations are afoot for an 
extraordinary Monaco Classic 
Week this 16-20 September 
for the centenary of Tuiga, the 
Fife 15-M and the flagship of 
Monaco Yacht Club (see p4-5). 

Plans were unveiled at a 
recent cocktail party held by the 
head of state, HSH Prince 
Albert II, also president of the 
MYC, in a setting created by 
photographer Philip Plisson. 

With support from Moët 
Hennessy and Credit Suisse, 
an exhibition will showcase 
vintage transport from Tuiga’s 
era: cars from 1909 to 1912; 
Prince Albert I’s old V-Twin 
1909 motorcyle (the V-Twin 
configuration was developed 
that year); century-old 
motorboats, and two replicas of 
Bleriot XI, which first crossed 
the English Channel in 1909. 

A costume concours 
d’elegance will also be held.

Regatta to celebrate Tuiga’s 100th

CB prize for 
seamanship
This year’s Classic Boat Prize 
for Seamanship, a Dartington 
crystal decanter, was awarded 
at the 8th Trophée Bailli de 
Suffren to Alex Bordessoule 
& Bulle Hélardot, for their 
crewing of Havsörnen. 

The race is in stages from St 
Tropez to Porto Rotondo to 
Gaeta to Monaco. Havsörnen, 
a 1937 Tore Holm-designed 
bermudan cutter of 53ft 2in 
(16.2m), is owned by Dutch 
yachtsman Charles Langereis, 
and lies in St Tropez. 

Stolen: a 
lighthouse
As a crime it must rank as one 
of the most extraordinary, 
especially in maritime matters, 
reports Mike Smylie. 

On the shores of the North 
Euboean Gulf in Eastern 

Greece the 
small lighthouse 
at Asproneri 
had been lit 
since its 
construction 
by a French 
company in 
the early 20th 
century. 

Greece has one of the 
largest networks of beacons 
and lighthouses in the world, 
at something like 1,300 
installations;  this one hadn’t 
worked for ten years or so. 

Nevertheless the cast-iron 
structure, some 9ft (2.7m) 
high, sitting on a six-foot-
high stone pedestal, 
weighing several tons and 
sitting at the very edge of the 
sea, disappeared in mid-June 
and is sorely missed.

 MEDITERRANEAN GREECE

The stunning Almaran of  New York, a 

Spanish-owned S&S yacht of the NY 32 class, is seen here at this 

year’s Puig Classics Regatta at Barcelona, 15-18 July.

Photographer Juerg Kaufmann was on hand 

this July to capture the exquisite collection of runabouts on display 

at this year’s Classic Motorboat Rally in Lake Lugano, which 

straddles Italy and Switzerland. 
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US NEWS

The 1967 Philip Rhodes 
Hotspur didn’t take off during 
this year’s Marion to Bermuda 
race as her name would 
suggest, writes Chris Museler. 

Quite the opposite: she was 
the last to finish at St David’s 
Lighthouse on 27 June, taking 
home the dubious Cook’s 
Trophy for last in division.

But the 41ft (12.5m) GRP 
yawl owned by Ron Wisner 
proved that though it takes 
almost twice as long to finish 
with a vintage boat, the classic 
shape fared best in the gale 
force winds and 30ft (9m) seas. 

“It was one hell of a first 
time,” said Wisner, whose 
Pearson-built Rhodes 41 was 
one of the oldest in the 46-boat 
fleet. The boat’s cook, Rick 
Higgins, concurred, saying, 
“With wind in the mid-40s and 
30ft (9m) waves, we saw 
everything out there except hail 
and locusts.” It can’t have been 
too bad: he reportedly served 
fried eggs for breakfast and 
smoked salmon for supper.

Only 27 boats finished and it 
took Hotspur more than a week 
to complete the 624-mile 
course in this ‘cruiser’ race. 

Rhodes classic takes 
slow prize in 30ft seas

Anitra, a 49ft S&S yawl, 
celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of her 1959 victory in the 
Fastnet Race, challenging 
Sweden’s largest yachts in the 
Classic Baltic Race this July, 
reports Olle Appelberg. 

Anitra is the only Swedish 
yacht to have won the Fastnet. 
She was built at Stockholm’s 
Plym yard in 1959 and entered 
the Fastnet Race that year. 

Her start and first half of 
the race were mediocre, but on 
the return leg the wind 
increased and the downwinds 
became hard. With the 

 SWEDEN

Fastnet 59 winner is 50
spinnaker hoisted the risk of 
broaching was imminent. “She 
was crazy to handle and it took 
a lot of nerve – and two of the 
crew just to hold the helm,” 
recalls Daniel Walker, 83, the 
youngest aboard at the time. 

When Anitra entered 
Plymouth harbour in fog to 
end the race, captain Einar 
Hansen asked his navigator 
how they were doing. He 
replied matter-of-factly: “We 
will either hit the breakwater 
or we will win the race.”
This year’s Rolex Fastnet Race 
starts 9 August.


