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Ranger design
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US NEWS

Last month, we told how the 
new Endeavour II, the 
aluminium replica named 
Hanuman, beat the 2003-
built steel Ranger replica in 
two races in Newport, RI. It 
prompts the question: was 
Endeavour II always the faster 
yacht, as some have maintained 
for years? It seems the 
competition has been reignited, 
because on the same day, we 
received a stiff rebuttal of the 

S&S 
announces 
wooden J

TELL TALES

25 years of Conde 
de Barcelona

 PALMA

Lancel Classic
The 10th anniversary of the 
prestigious Lancel Classic 
regatta attracted 33 yachts this 
2-5 August, at its home off the 
island of Noirmoutier on the 
Atlantic coast.

Photographer Gilles Régnier 
took this photo of Vert Galant, 
a 6-M designed & built by 
Johan Anker in 1934. She was 
second out of the four vintage 
6-M yachts there.  

 FRANCE

suggestion from the S&S 
design office in New York. 

“Ranger was a far superior 
boat when she defeated 
Endeavour II in four straight 
races in 1937,” wrote Bruce 
Johnson, head of design. And 
now S&S is offering a new, 
wooden version of Ranger, in 
strip plank on steel frames, to 
be competitive with the new 
wave of aluminium Js being 
built in the Netherlands. An 
‘honest’ interior will forsake 
inner cladding to reveal the 
structure and reduce weight, 
allowing ballast to be maximised, 
keeping the yacht competitive 
with her rivals. 

Expect to pay $18-19 
million for a complete sail-
away package – a very 
competitive price for a new J.

A good turn-out of yachts 
lined the quay in Palma for the 
25th birthday of the Conde de 
Barcelona regatta, reports 
Annie Smith. Very hot weather 
in Mallorca on the first day saw 
sailing with the usual August 
thermals leaving some yachts 
becalmed, needing an extra two 
hours to get home.

Sonata, the vintage Alden 
raced last year for the first time 
since restoration, was again 
unbeatable. Interesting when 
you think her restoration was 
started in a surburban garden 
in Palma! Enterprise raced her 
hard. The Spanish-flagged boat 
was onced owned by the 

Kennedy family and was built 
in 1939 by the Jacobson Yard 
in New York.

The beautiful Fife Madrigal 
turned up from Ibiza skippered 
by Sebastian Devonshire, the 
owner’s son, so there’s hope 
for the future of these great 
boats. Sad that the other Fife, 
Hispania, was still in the yard 
next door unable to celebrate 
her centenary on the water.

There was a tribute to the 
past on Thursday night with a 
party on the quay and then on  
Sunday in the historic formal 
setting of the Royal Palace, a 
celebration of the present with 
the prize giving. 

Enterprise racing 

hard, but not hard 

enough to beat the 

Alden-designed 

winner, Sonata
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On 21 July, Swedish 
boatbuilder Karlskrona Folk 
Yachts AB launched its first 
KF31, a more modern and 
larger take on the classic 
Nordic Folkboat. 

It has been built on spec and 
is therefore available to buy, at 
m200,000. Larger boats in the 
design range, the KF34 and 
38, will be built to order. The 

 SWEDEN

A larger Folkboat
KF31 is built in strip epoxy 
and is sloop rigged with an 
aluminium mast and lead keel. 

This one is the ‘classic’ type 
with a V-berth in the bows and 
two berths in the saloon. The 
‘sport version’ forsakes a 
forwards berth for sail 
stowage, replacing it with a 
quarter-berth, at the expense 
of losing locker space in the 
cockpit. For more information, 
visit www.kf-yachts.se. 

Model Js 
racing
The weekend of 
August 8 and 9 saw 
spectacular racing in 
front of the 
Herreshoff Marine 

Museum in Bristol, RI, but not 
the usual S-Boat or Herreshoff 
12½ sailing.

This was racing with the 
remote-controlled replicas of 
1930s J-Class yachts in the 
American Model Yachting 
Association J Class Region 1 
Championship.

Fourteen of the 8ft (2.4m)
racing yachts were on hand as 
part of a summer exhibition on 
model yachting and its historic 
role in designing larger racing 
craft. Chris Museler

Edwardian 
superyachts
Linguistics professor François 
Grosjean has launched a 
website detailing the 1913/14 
catalogue of London brokers 
and naval architects Cox and 
King. The black-and-white and 
sepia images form a snapshot 
of the Edwardian era of grand 
steam yachts. “The catalogue 
probably went to 30 or 40 
potential buyers at the time,” 

François told CB. It contains a 
total of 15 yachts, and can be 
seen, along with other 
information and a register, at: 
www.francoisgrosjean.ch/
cox_and_king. The photo 
shows TSY Iolanda, 310ft 
(94.5m) and with a crew 

complement of 50.
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