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The recent US 6-Metre 
renaissance reached its peak 
when 24 classics and 10 modern 
6-Ms raced in September’s 
World Cup in Newport, 
Rhode Island, writes Chris 
Museler. The stories jumped 
off web pages and newspapers 
including the New York Times.

In the end, Americans 
triumphed, with Eric Jesperson 
on the 1948 Arvid Lauren-
designed Gallant winning the 
World Cup classic trophy, 
called the Djinn Trophy, by 
five points over the Finnish 
entry Fridolin. 

The story of the recently 
relaunched 8-M Tramontana 
is no less deranged than the 
rest of the history of Eastern 
Europe, reports Adrás Löke. 

The Von Hacht design, 
built circa 1910, might now be 
the oldest sailing 8-M in the 
world. She was built in 
Hamburg by Max Oertz, and 
taken to the northern Adriatic 
by her first owner, a Bohemian 
Count, Karl Buquoy. 

Her next aristocratic owner, 
the Hungarian Maria Szechenyi, 
received her as a wedding 
present from her mother. After 
the Great War, her Austro-
Hungarian port of Pula 
became part of the new 
Yugoslavia. Hungary was left 
without a coast, so the owners 

Vintage Sixes compete 
for first time in 60 years

Rebuild for oldest sailing 8-Metre wedding present

Jesperson, who had restored 
third-place finisher Great Dane 
last summer, shared an 
emotional victory with his 
crew, which included three 
generations of his family.

“Five years ago we bought 
Gallant as a complete wreck,” 
said Jesperson, who built the 
last new modern 6-M, 
Capriccio, in the 1980s with 
his father. “It is very gratifying 
to be sharing the World Cup 
with my father and two sons.”

The most adored entry was 
Scout, a 1909 6-M (Centenarian, 
CB255) see above picture, New 
Zealand’s first, shipped to the 
World Cup from her home in 

sent the boat by train to the 
country’s biggest lake, Balaton, 
49 miles (78km) long and up 
to 8 miles (13km) wide. 

Tramontana became the 
cock of the lake, winning every 
regatta in sight. After 1989 and 
the collapse of communism, 
much faster boats appeared on 
the lake; also, her condition 
was deteriorating rapidly. 

In 2005, Tramontana was 
taken to the workshop of 
boatbuilder Jozsef Bruckner 
and his three sons. After a 
complete three-year rebuild, 
the only original bit of her left 
is a part of the keel. 

Tramontana is now 
resplendent with her dark 
mahogany hull, teak deck, 
bronze winches and 18m 
(60ft) Sitka spruce mast and – 
for the first time – an engine.

 6–metre worlds cup
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Auckland as a celebration of 
her centenary. Owner Martin 
Farrand brought his entire 
family and a previous owner 

from the 1950s. On several 
occasions the entire fleet broke 
out in song hailing, “Happy 
birthday to Scout.” 
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 New York

Pete Seeger 
boat in nuclear 
dispute
Hudson River 
Sloop Clearwater, 
the environmental 
pressure group 
started by 
American folk musician Pete 
Seeger and taking its name from 
the Clearwater, a replica sailing 
sloop, has this September 
protested against a decision 
taken by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. 

That decision, to accept the 
safety evaluation of the Indian 
Point Energy Center’s nuclear 
power plant in Buchanan (New 
York State) does not, according 
to Clearwater’s environmental 
director Manna Jo Greene 
“guarantee public health and 
safety for the next 20 years.” 
She goes on to say: “This plant 
is located in the most densely 
populated region in the United 
States, but important issues 
such as evacuation have not 
been considered.” 

For more on the activities of 
the Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater group, Pete Seeger 
and the boat that started it all, 
see our feature on page 46, and 
visit www.clearwater.org. 

Marie Fernand   
A 1894 Pilot Cutter  
of Le Havre 
At Classic Virginie Heriot, Le 
Havre, August 2009. Photo by 
Gilles Régnier
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Two US teams: the most 
successful 6-M of all time, the 
S&S-designed Goose, and the 
newly restored Totem, a Luders 
design from 1930, finished 
fifth and seventh respectively.

Tim Street, class president, 
was on hand to help qualify 
boats for the various trophies 
including the Djinn Trophy 
and the Baum & Konig 
Trophy (for wood mast and 
Dacron sail classic), won by 
Totem.

Nearly a dozen 6-Metres in 
North America were restored 
for the event and an eight-boat 
fleet of classics has been firmly 
established in Newport as a 
result.

Full feature to follow next month.


