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uS neWS

Following a four-month  
feasibility study, the directors 
of Mystic Seaport Museum, 
Connecticut, have 
unanimously authorised the 
museum’s staff to expand the 
current restoration of the 
Charles W Morgan to return 
her to sailing condition and 
plan a ceremonial voyage to 
her former whaling grounds 
off the Massachusetts coast.

Charles W Morgan is the 
only surviving wooden whaler, 
and was declared a national 
monument in 1966. The $6 
million restoration project now 
under way is focused on a hull 
rebuild below the waterline. A 
further $2 million will be needed 
to make the ship ready to sail. 

Mystic Seaport museum to 
return whaling ship to sea

Additional funds must be 
raised for related programmes 
and ongoing maintenance.

The 113ft (34.5m) Charles 
W Morgan made her last 
whaling voyage in 1921. 
According to the museum, her 
crews killed more than 2,500 
whales and brought more than 
50,000 barrels of oil to port 
during 80 years at sea. 

Communications director 
Mike O’Farrell said there’s a 
“huge symbolic aspect” and 
“an opportunity to make peace 

with the whales” in sailing the 
ship back to Stellwagen Bank, 
which is now a national marine 
sanctuary. It would also enable 
the museum to conduct 
research and give staff first-
hand experience sailing the ship.

“We want the Morgan to 
live and breathe,” he said. “For 
two million more, we can take 
a pretty interesting ride.”

The ceremonial voyage 
is planned for summer 
2013.  Alterations to meet 
Coast Guard and 
insurance requirements 
will be sympathetic, says 
O’Farrell, adding that 
“she’ll probably be 
stronger than on her last 
few voyages.” Craig Milner

“We want the 
Morgan to live, 
breathe, and  
to move.”

High tech 
boost for 
classic pullers
The shapely cedar Adirondack 
guideboats from upstate New 
York have been reproduced for 
almost 30 years but lately 
Kevlar and the net have spiked 
sales, writes Chris Museler.

“This winter we’re shipping 
to Sweden, NZ and the UK,” 
says Dave Rosen of Adirondack 
Guide Boat in Vermont. 
Originally popular in the mid 
to late 1800s, the boats, 
reminiscent of Native American 
canoes, are in fact rowed. Rosen 
has several notable clients 
including the CEO of Rolls- 
Royce.

“We build 3-4 wooden boats 
a year but about 200 now in 
Kevlar and GRP,” says Rosen. 
“Classic boats and the web go 
together well.”

Rosen says that the Kevlar 
version of the 12-18ft (3.7-
5.5m) guideboat, used for lake 
and river fishing and touring, is 
about half the cost of a cedar 
version and “only” the purists 
have an issue with the material.

This September, 16 8-Metre yachts gathered off Hyères Yacht Club 
near Saint-Tropez, for the 2009 World Championships. Five vintage, 

five traditional and six modern yachts took part in a week of racing. Overall victor was British yacht 
Lafayette. In the photo above, the classics Annie Sophie (left) and Wyvern, both from Lake Konstanz 
in Germany, are battling it out in the vintage class. Annie Sophie races every year at the Cannes and 
Saint-Tropez regattas under skipper/helmsman Hans Georg Klein. Francois Richard

 8 metre worlds

 NIGerIA

British canoe in 
Nigerian museum 
A boat built by a Falmouth 
Marine School tutor is now 
the main exhibit at the Richard 
Lander Museum in Nigeria, 
after a 2004 expedition 
retraced the route of the 
Lander brothers’ 1830 
expedition to chart the course 
of the Niger. The boat, 
Goodwill, is a plywood canoe 
built by Dave Martin, and the 
museum has been set up to 
commemorate the original 
voyage and the more recent 
700km (434M) re-enactment. 

Adirondak guideboat: a canoe with oars
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 ArGeNtINA

 FrANCe Guest helm on the 1909 Mylne yacht 
Lady Trix, French sailing legend 

Bruno Peyron steers to class victory in the dusk of the last day of 
the last regatta of the year, Voiles de Saint Tropez, this October. 

Elena makes 
her début
This month’s cover 

boat, the new 136ft 
6in (41.6m) Herres-
hoff schooner 
Elena, made her 
début at Régates 
Royales, Cannes in 
September, racing 
her sister-ship 
Eleonora. Both 
Herreshoffs are 
replicas, Eleonora 
of Westward 
(1909), and Elena 
of the original 
Elena, a revised 
version of 
Westward 
launched in 1910. 
This time, glory 
was Elena’s.

A century-old class of small 
sailing sloops drawn by Alfred 
Mylne is still thriving in 
Argentina, it has emerged 
recently. The ‘Rio de Plata’ 
yachts are named alter the club 
that imported the first four 
from Ireland, where they had 
been built in Belfast at the yard 
of N Hilditch. 

Mylne was asked for the 
most boat that could be 
fitted into a 20ft (6m) 
train carriage. He started 
with a 20ft waterline and 
straightened the bow and 

stern to accommodate the 
limitations. The yacht ended 
up with blunt ends and a small 
bowsprit. For the stern, he just 
had to make do with an extra 
long boom, making the boats 
tough to handle on a windy 
day. Aurora and Brisa, the first 
two to arrive on the River 
Plate, and others of the class 
are still going strong today.

Mylne yachts strong at 100


