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Russia’s forgotten fl eet

Nearly 20 years after the USSR 
disintegrated, previously unknown 
Russian classic yachts are appearing 
in regattas around the Baltic. 

It was still a big surprise to see 
Mirame, Kondor and Malva from 
St Petersburg River Yacht Club at 
the Czar and King classic yacht 
meeting at Tullgarn Royal Palace in 
Sweden in July.

Mirame is a gem. She was built 
at Åbo Båtvarv in 1910 to a design 
by Gunnar L Stenbäck, one of 
Finland’s most renowned designers. 
In 1914 she was bought by the editor 
of Rulevoy (‘Helmsman’) magazine 
in St Petersburg; Finland was part 
of Russia at the time. After the 
revolution of 1917 the yacht was 
seized by the Communist party 
youth organisation. 

the last one in 1978. The material 
was fi r planks on oak frames. More 
than 100 are still sailing and registered 
in the L6 class association.

“She is still a good offshore boat 
and has proved herself in the Baltic, 
Black Sea, North Sea, Biscay and the 
Med,” says Ivankiv. 

He adds that the class, especially 
the older yachts, needs urgent 
restoration, but Russians with 
resources are more interested in 
new luxurious motor yachts than in 
restoring this cultural heritage.

The Soviet Union wasn’t known 
for encouraging its citizens to go 
on long ocean cruises, so the 
creation of the L6 seems more than 
odd to an outsider. 

“I guess one of the ideas behind 
the class was to show the world 
how liberal the Soviet Union was 
towards its own people,” says 
Vladimir with a smile. He claims 
the main aim behind the fi rst 
national offshore class was to 
encourage long-distance sailing 
along the extended sea coast of the 
Soviet part of the Baltic and within 

Mirame, restored at St Petersburg 
Experimental Yacht Yard, now 
belongs to Vladimir Nikitin.  

On a visit to St Petersburg in 
September, I came across many well 
maintained wooden Dragons and 
an entire fl eet of little-known L6 
Russian offshore cruiser/racers drawn 
by A Kiselev in 1958. This was a 
large design for its time, at 40ft 
(12.4m) and 6.3 tonnes.

“The L6 is still loved by local 
yachtsmen, especially enthusiasts 
with little more than time to invest 
in a yacht. It’s still fast even compared 
to modern boats,” says Russian 
yachting specialist Vladimir Ivankiv. 

The fi rst L6, Sirius, was launched 
in 1963 at the Leningrad 
Experimental Yacht Yard of Trade 
Unions. The yard built 110 yachts, 

Biloxi museum promises to care for sloop
Rhode Island
Classic 
rally
Among the 20 boats 
at this November’s 
Rhode Island 
Archipelago Rally 
were three Cape 
Dory 10s, a Sailfi sh, 
an O’Day Daysailer, 
two Dyer Dhows and 
a Beetle Cat. A 1961 
International Canoe 
was the star, with 
original equipment 
and sails.

“The idea 
was to show 
the world how 
liberal the 
Soviet Union 
was”

Left:  Nydia at her 
new museum, the 
rebuild of which  
should be 
completed by 2011

Nearly 20 years after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Olle 
Appelberg assesses the health of Russian yachting

After years of alleged neglect by 
Tulane University in New Orleans, 
the 1898 racing sloop Nydia has 
been moved to a museum in her 
original home of Biloxi, Mississippi, 
writes Chris Museler.

Relatives of Nydia’s last owner, 
Albert Baldwin Wood, sued Tulane 
in 2007, stating they were not 
living up to Wood’s trust to preserve 
the boat. The case was settled out 
of court and Wood’s descendants, 
led by Ralph Wood Pringle, made a 
new pact with the Maritime and 
Seafood Industry Museum in Biloxi, 
Mississippi, to care for the boat for 
99 years.

still operating, the museum also has 
two 65ft (20m) Biloxi schooners 
used for education and touring. But 
the 30ft (9.1m) Nydia with its low 
freeboard and arching bowsprit is 
unique to their collection. 

“It is an honour they selected 
us,” says museum director Robin 
Krohn David. “She will be restored 
while our new museum is being 
built.” In the midst of a post-
hurricane Katrina rebuild, though 
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